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L
ÒGO GREENÓ AT VISIONS CREDIT UNION

et Visions help
you ÒGo GreenÓ
by helping you
save on loans to
purchase energy
efficient products.
The environment
is everyoneÕs
responsibility and
with rising fuel
costs your credit
union is serious

about helping you save
money while you make the
commitment to be energy
conscious and environmen-
tally friendly. continued on page 8

continued on page 8

Visions cares as much
about the environment as our
members do.  Providing low
rate loans to help you buy a
new hybrid vehicle, or to
upgrade your home with en-
ergy efficient appliances and
home improvements is our
way of helping you make the

start. 1089895-00
Update your home and

ÒGo GreenÓ with an energy
efficient home improvement
loan! Payments as low as
$188.25 per month.

¥ Energy Star windows
and roofs

¥ Qualifying R-value
insulation

¥ Skylights and solar
panel systems

¥ Solar outdoor lighting
¥ Energy efficient heat-

ing systems.
If your environmentally

friendly project is not on this
list, please contact us to dis-
cuss options.

Save on fuel costs with a
hybrid vehicle loan! Rates as
low as 4.75% APR.  Low
emissions and good fuel
economy are both important
for our environment and your
wallet!

Purchase energy-saving
new appliances! Payments
are as low as  $158.03 per
month.  A few examples of

Energy Star products your
loan may be used for include
washers, dryers, dishwashers,
furnace, stoves, and ovens.

Use the value in your
home to ÒGo Green,Ó making
energy saving updates today
that will save you money
tomorrow with our Go Green
Fixed Rate Home Equity!

Your credit union knows that high energy costs this winter
are going to be challenging for all of us. In an effort to help
alleviate some of the stress, your credit union is offering a
Òfuel energy assistance loanÓ with special financing options.
Visions can assist you in paying for your heating expenses
during the upcoming season, while also saving you money by
allowing you the funds to purchase your fuel up front.

As a new or existing customer of Mirabito Energy Prod-
ucts, you have the option to sign up for their prepayment plan.
When you choose to sign up for this plan your credit union, in
partnership with Mirabito Energy Products, has special financing
available to qualified members to make it more affordable.

Bring in your Mirabito Energy Products price protection
contract to any convenient Visions branch, or call our Loan
Center at 754-7900 (local) or (800) 242-2120 (select option
3), to establish your energy loan.

For questions on fuel costs and options available through
Mirabito Energy Products, contact Debbie Wright in their
payment program department at (607) 561-2765. n

LOCK IN YOUR WINTER FUEL COST

V
A BETTER WAY

TO PAY FOR COLLEGE

isions Credit
Union offers
student loans
designed with you
in mind!

With zero
origination fees,
lower interest rates
and flexible repay-
ment options, it is
easy to see why our
student loans are a
better way to pay for

college. Whether you are a
student yourself or the parent
of a student, Visions credit
union is here to help.

Our new Credit Union
Student Choice alternative
loan products can help fill
funding gaps that federal aid
can leave behind. As the cost
of both public and private
colleges and universities con-
tinues to increase, federal
funding has not kept pace.
This growing gap between

college costs and available
financial aid is causing many
families to resort to higher-
cost loans to pay for higher
education.

Since Visions Credit
Union is here for one reason
only Ñ to serve our members
Ñ we are able to offer more
competitive student loan
options and save you money.

Student loans are a
long-term relationship and it
is important to choose a
lender carefully. Be sure you
read the fine print and com-
pare fees, terms, and repay-
ment options (not just rates)
when shopping for student
loans. Read more about how
to choose student loans and
the financial aid process in
general by visiting
www.visionsfcu.org/
StudentLoans.

You can apply for a
student loan online, by call-
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PR E F E R R E DLO A NRA T E S
RATES EFFECTIVE JULY 2008

Loan       Fixed Rate Variable Rate

       (APR) (APR)
New Vehicle
 100%(+) ............ 5.08 (60 mo.)(8.90 =).............4.50 (66 mo.) (7.90=)
 financing 5.90 (72 mo.).............................5.40 (72 mo.)

Used  Vehicle
 100%(+) ............ 5.75 (60 mo.)(10.40 =)............5.25 (60 mo.) (9.40=)
  financing 5.25 (48 mo.)............................4.75 (48 mo.) (9.40=)

Home Equity I Ð 2.98% APR 1st 6 mos., then Prime+1%.... 6.00
Home Equity II Ð 2.98% APR 1st 6 mos., then Prime-.60% .. 4.40
Home Equity III Ð Prime+1.25% ......................................... 6.25
Home Equity IV Ð 2.98% APR 1st 6 mo., then Prime -.25%...... 4.75
Home Equity V Ð Prime+1.50% ............................................ 6.50
Home Equity VI Ð Prime -1.00% ........................................... 4.00
VISA Classic, no annual fee...................................... 9.90 (12.50=)
VISA Gold, $24 annual fee.................................................. 9.75
VISA Platinum, $14 annual fee............................................ 9.50
MasterCard, $12 annual fee........................................ 7.50 (7.90=)
Gold MasterCard, $40 annual fee....................................... 12.90
Signature Loan .................................... 7.90 ............ 6.90 (12.25=)
Fixed Rate Home Equity (60 mo.) ....... 4.95 .................... NA
New boat/RV .............................. 6.90 (9.4=) ............. 5.90 (8.4=)

Loan rates are based on credit worthiness of applicants and
may vary from those shown above. Other restrictions may apply.
Contact your credit union for details. APR=annual percentage rate.
= = non-promotion rates. Variable rates may change monthly. Maxi-
mum Home Equity rate is 15.8% APR after intro rate expires. Prime
rate is 5.00% as of 6/15/08. Credit union membership required. If
closing costs apply, payment of certain third party fees required. (On
a $100,000 loan, payment would be $1,884.75 per month at 4.95%
APR for 60 months. Maximum LTV 80%. Monthly payment is ex-
ample only and will vary based on loan amount.) Closing cost fees
range from $415 to $1,365. Itemized fees available on request.
Homeowners insurance required. Certain relationships required to
receive promotion rates. Ask for details. All terms above are approxi-
mates. Rates effective as of 7/1/08 and may change monthly. Certain
restrictions apply to refinancing of credit union debt. Contact the
credit union for the most current rate.

LOOK OUT FOR YOUR FAMILY  AND
PRESERVE YOUR CREDIT RATING

Sixty percent of U.S. adults
have no emergency savings,
according to a February 2007
Consumer Federation of
America survey.

Without a savings cush-
ion, how will your family
make your loan payments if
your income is reduced or
eliminated in the event of
your death or disability?
Your family is dependent
upon your income to main-
tain the standard of living
you worked so hard to
achieve.

Visions offers
MEMBERÕS CHOICEª
credit life and disability in-

surance.  MEMBERÕS
CHOICE credit life insurance
reduces or pays off your eli-
gible loan balance should you
die.  MEMBERÕS CHOICE
credit disability insurance
makes your monthly loan
payment should you become
disabled due to a covered
illness or injury.

Planning your familyÕs
financial future is protecting
their financial security with
credit insurance.

MEMBERÕS CHOICEª
credit life and credit disabil-
ity insurance are underwrit-
ten by CUNA Mutual Insur-
ance Society. n

s your current loan a
high-rate ÒlemonÓ
loan? With a low-rate
Visions loan, we can
turn that ÒlemonÓ into
lemonade.

Use the equity in
your home to consoli-
date all those higher-
rate ÒlemonÓ loans
elsewhere into one low

monthly payment!  Fixed-
rate equity loans are avail-
able with rates as low as
5.90% APR.

Roll your existing debt
into one monthly payment or
fund a variety of unplanned
expenses! The ÒANYTHINGÓ
Loan is the perfect solution,
with payments as low as
$158.03 per month .

Credit cards with Òno
payments for three monthsÓ
are perfect for back-to-school
shopping and everyday pur-
chasing. You have your
choice of cards to meet your
needs.

Take a refreshing break
from high-rate ÒlemonÓ loans
with a cool low rate from
Visions. 1014019-00

Visit your neighborhood
branch, our website, or con-
tact a loan representative at
754-7900 (local) or 1-800-
242-2120 today.

General Ñ Promotion rates
and terms available on new loan
accounts only.  Refinancing of
existing Visions loans does not
qualify. Certain relationships
required to receive promotion
offers Ð ask for details. Credit
union membership required with
$25 minimum deposit and $1.00
membership fee.  APR = Annual
Percentage Rate.  All loan rates
based on credit worthiness, may
vary from those shown, and are
subject to standard credit criteria.
Rates/payments good on applica-
tions received 7/1/08 Ð 9/30/08.
Membership available to all
residents and businesses in
Broome, Chenango, Chemung*,
City of Syracuse*, Schuyler* and
Tioga Counties (NY) and Bradford

County (PA).  *Some restrictions
apply.

ÒAnythingÓ Emergency
Loan Ñ payment based on an
$8,000 loan at 6.90% APR, vari-
able, with a 60-month term
(approx.).  Other terms available.
Variable rate may change
monthly.  Maximum signature
loan limit is based on credit
worthiness. See credit union to
determine maximum amount for
which you qualify.

Credit Cards  Ñ No pay-
ment for three months offer avail-
able on qualifying new credit card
accounts opened through 12/31/
08.  Choice of Visa (Classic, Gold,
Platinum) or MasterCard (Classic,
Gold). Member may select to
waive the first three payments due
for the first three statement cycles.
Please note finance charges will
continue to accrue during this
period and initial payments will
go toward satisfying the accrued
interest first.  This offer is valid on

balance transfers, purchases, and
cash advances made for the first
three months of the new account.
Waiving of payments may extend
the length of repayment.

Fixed Rate Home Equity Ñ
Not to exceed 90% of property
value.  Visions will pay closing
costs with a minimum loan of
$25,000 with the exception of
attorney and research fees. On a
$100,000 loan, payment would be
$1,105.19 per month at 5.90%
APR for 120 months (monthly
payment is example only and will
vary based upon loan amount).
Loan amount must be $60,000 or
more to receive the 5.90% APR. If
the loan is less than $60,000 the
interest rate would be 6.40%APR.
On a $59,000 loan, payment
would be $666.94 per month at
6.40%APR for 120 months. Con-
sult your tax advisor regarding
interest deduction. Property
insurance is required. Flood
insurance may be required n

REFINANCE

HIGH-RATE

ÒLEMONÓ LOANS

I L ET V ISIONS  TURN  YOUR

ÒLEMON Ó LOAN  INTO

LEMONADE
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SERVICES FOR YOUTH ¥ YOUNG ADULTS ¥ FAMILIES ¥ FIFTY PLUS

ABANDONED PROPERTY NOTICE Ñ D O YOU KNOW THESE MEMBERS?

AUDIT

VERIFICATION

IS FINANCIAL  EXPLOITATION  IN YOUR FUTURE?

That will never
happen to me!
How many times
have you heard
that statement
after something
terrible happens
to someone else?

In the case of
financial exploi-
tation, so often
the victims ex-

claim in disbelief that ÒitÓ
did happen to them. In fact,
every year a staggering
2 million older Americans are
victims of physical, psycho-
logical, or other forms of
abuse and neglect. For every
case of elder abuse and ne-
glect reported, experts esti-
mate as many as five cases
have not been reported.

Financial exploitation
can range from misuse of
funds to embezzlement.  It
includes the improper use of
legal guardianship arrange-
ments, or powers of attorney.
It also includes a variety of
scams perpetrated by sales
people for health-related
services, mortgage compa-

As part of our an-
nual Supervisory Com-
mittee audit, randomly
selected members will
receive confirmation
letters in July.  These
letters will be signed by
our AVP/Auditing Com-
pliance Review Officer,
Michelle Jeavons, and
they request responses be
sent to Clifton
Gunderson, LLP,
Timonium Corporate
Center, 9515 Deereco
Road, Suite 500,
Timonium, Maryland
21093.  If you receive a
confirmation letter, we
encourage you to respond
as quickly as possible.

These members have
accounts with balances of at
least $50.00 on which there
has been no activity for five
years. By law, unless some
activity is recorded prior to
November 1, 2008, these ac-
counts must be turned over to
the state. Questions regarding
these accounts should be di-
rected to 607-754-7900, ext.
614. This list is a required
publication under state aban-
doned property laws.

ABBRUZZESE, KENNETH J OR
RONDALYN, 956 SOUTHERN PINES DR,
ENDWELL NY 13760

ALBRECHT TRUST, ROBERT J AND
LENORE S BENEFICIARIES, 1436 MINER
CIRCLE, ENDICOTT, NY 13760

BEAVAN TRUST, EVELYN V, 309
PRINCETON ST, ENDICOTT, NY 13760

BENO, FALLON S, PO BOX 5604,
ENDICOTT NY 13763-5604

BIENGARDO, ADRIEN UTMA, ANDREW
FREY CUSTODIAN, 81 HOLLAND STREET,
BINGHAMTON, NY 13905

BROWN, STEPHEN D,1653 GLENWOOD
RD, VESTAL NY 13850

BUFFUM, JOANNE TRUST, 249 1ST AVE,
VESTAL, NY 13850

BURRIS, JOHN OR KATHRYN, PO BOX
1154, JAMESTOWN, NY 14702-1154

BURT, DAVID W, 7 UNION ST #A,
CORNWALL, NY 12518-1620

BUTTINO, LUIGI OR ROBIN M, 1131
AUBURN STREET, ENDICOTT NY 13760

CARLSON, ROBERT H OR JEANNE C,
22 JENNIFER LANE, APALACHIN, NY
13732-3907

CARLSON, THOMAS R OR JEANNE C,
22 JENNIFER LANE, APALACHIN, NY
13732-3907

CESA, LOUIS J, 43 DEPOT HILL ROAD,
AMENIA, NY 12501-5602

CHAN, YIU H OR YUK-WAH NG, 19 HART
DR, POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603-1147

CHANG, CHIH-MING, 60 MALVERNE
AVE, MALVERNE, NY 11565

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE/CROP OR
SUSAN NICHOLSON OR JAMES R MEAD,
119 MONTROSE AVE, OWEGO, NY 13827

CONNERTON, DANIEL F OR ELIZA-
BETH, 6 HOWARD AVE, BINGHAMTON, NY
13904

COOPER, SAMANTHA E OR ROBERT E,
1137 FRONT ST, VESTAL, NY 13850

DEINES, MICHAEL W OR ILENE,
ADDRESS UNKNOWN

DORANS, ROBERT E OR ROBERT K OR
MARGARET TACKLEY, 731 BUEL AVE,
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10305-4101

DROLLINGER, DARREN L OR DONALD
M, 360 MAIN ST, OWEGO NY 13827-1627

FINKEN, GUENTER OR ILONA, 72213
ALTENSTEIG, DINKELWEG 4, GERMANY

FOX, EMMAJANE J OR MINDY A
MCINTYRE, 34 ALBANY AVE APT 2,
JOHNSON CITY NY 13790-1502

FOX, MANDYANN K OR MINDY A
MCINTYRE, 34 ALBANY AVENUE APT 2,
JOHNSON CITY NY 13790

GILROY, JENSEN OR SANDRA L OR
JEFFREY P, 820 E. CIRCLE DRIVE, VES-
TAL, NY 13850-3139

GRAHAM, ISAIAH NYSGM, MARION
ELMY CUSTODIAN, 1613 WATSON BLVD,
ENDICOTT, NY 13760

GROSS, ELISABETHA OR SYLVIA
NERD, 86199 AUGSBURG, ROETHGEN
STR 13, GERMANY

GREGOR, ALAN, 2H HARBOR PART
HAMSHIRE PO63A, C/O IBM ASIC BOX 41
MAIL POINT, ENGLAND

HARPER, JESSICA OR BETTY, 347
BOSWELL HILL RD, ENDICOTT NY 13760

HARRIS, KIIMMEL K, 12 MAIN STREET
APT 1, JOHNSON CITY NY 13790

HATHAWAY, GARY C or MARY K,
ADDRESS UNKNOWN

HO, PETER OR PATRICIA F OR GALEN I,
C/O M HEFNER, 27 JUSTINE COURT,
RENSSELAER NY 12144-9497

HONG, CAROL A, 18 MONROE STREET
APT KF9, NEW YORK, NY 10002

HUNSAKER, ROBERT E, PO BOX 155,
31 001 HAIFA, ISRAEL

JOHNSON, COLEY A, 212 RYAN RD,
DEPOSIT, NY 13754-1364

JONES, CARL E JR, 436 BOHEMIA
PKWY, SAYVILLE, NY 11782-3302

KIENLE, ULRICH A OR JOACHIM
WEBER, 71120 GRAFENAU, LINDENWEG
26, GERMANY

KILEY, BRIDGET A OR ANTHONY CALETKA,
CLAYGARE, ESHER SURREY, 15 OLD
CLAYGATE LANE, ENGLAND, KT10 OER

KUTZ, KARL OR SABINE KOCH,
ADDRESS UNKNOWN

LEAHY, NANCY OR JOHN T OR JOHN T
NEARY, 6 WILKINSON RD, ROCK TAVERN,
NY 12575-5321

LOCKSHIN, STEPHANIE B, 4221
CHERYL DRIVE, BINGHAMTON NY 13903

MCLAIN, LOGAN S OR ROBERT S
POST, 116 TIONA RD, NEWARK VALLEY,
NY 13811-3003

MCNINCH, SHAWN T, 310 BALLYHACK
RD, PORT CRANE NY 13833

MOLINARI, MARK A, 569 HAZELWOOD
TER, ROCHESTER, NY 14609-5315

MOORE, ROBERT JR, 195 DANBURY
CIRCLE SOUTH, ROCHESTER NY 14618

MORELLO, DEBRA, 6 BEDFORD ST,
BINGHAMTON, NY 13903-2404

MURPHY, KAITLYN OR SUSAN D OR
MARY JANE DOTY, 6951 ALYDAR CIRCLE,
VICTOR, NY 14564-9392

NIZALOWSKI, ISADORA NYSGM,
HELEN NIZALOWSKI CUSTODIAN, 441
BROWN RD, BRKSHIRE, NY 13736

NUZALOWSKI, URSULA D NYSGM,
HELEN NIZALOWSKI CUSTODIAN, 441
BROWN RD, BERKSHIRE, NY 13736

NOVACK, AMBER R OR MICHAEL S, 182
BEVIER ST, BINGHAMTON, NY 13904-1013

NOVACK, MAX M, 183 BEVIER ST,
BINGHAMTON, NY 13904-1013

NYCE, H WILLIAM, 913 CHERYL DR,
ENDICOTT, NY 13760-1215

OROURKE, MARCUS E, PO BOX 424,
OWEGO, NY 13827-0424

ORTU, ABIGAIL, 3602 ROSE RD,
BATAVIA, NY 14020-9584

PANE, JAMES A OR CORI A, 31
BEVIERT ST A-2, BINGHAMTON NY 13901

PAVLOVICH, ERIC J, 707 IRVING AVE,
ENDICOTT, NY 13760-2115

PERCIVAL, VINCENT    274 HOOKER
AVE E6, POUGHKEEPSIE NY 12603

RANSDELL, CHRISTOPHER M OR MARY
OR JOSEPH PAWLETKO, 3718 MAPLE-
HURST DR, ENDWELL NY 13760-2559

ROGAN, SAMANTHA J OR MARY ANN
OR DAVID M, 2500 OAK HOLLOW RD,
VESTAL, NY 13850-2949

RUSNAK, CAILEA E OR THERESA A OR
MARY ANN BOSKET, 536 CHENANGO
STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13901

RYBACKI, ASHLEY T OR LISA M,

ADDRESS UNKNOWN
SADDLEMIRE, KARL J, OR KARL R OR

ALMA I, 317 NORTON AVE, ENDWELL NY
13760

SANTELLI, ALEX OR RENEE, 616
STONEHEDGE DR, VESTAL, NY 13850-2918

SEGRUE, KYLE NYTMA, HERMAN
BEAVER CUSTODIAN, 101 WATERWAY
DRIVE, OCEAN VIEW, DE 19970

SHEPARD, JODI OR JOHN A III, 1864
SEVENTH AVE APT 1, NEW YORK, NY
10026-2847

SIMOLO, ZACHARY OR MICHELLE OR
DIANNE KLOSSNER, 2515 RTE 101A,
SENECA FALLS, NY 13148

SIMOLO, CASSANDRA OR MICHELLE OR
DIANNE KLOSSNER, 2515 RTE 101A,
SENECA FALLS, NY 13148

SMITH, CLIFTON T OR ROBERT L, 2344
FARM TO MARKET RD, JOHNSON CITY, NY
13790-4510

SMITH, NICHOLAS J OR MARY JO, 677
STATE ST, BINGHAMTON, NY  13901

SONG, OHYOUNG OR BONGOK, CHUNG
ANG UNIVERSITY, 221 HUNKS, DEPT OF
CONTROL & INSTRUMENTATION,
DONGJAK-KU, SEOUL KOREA 156-756

STELIANOU, DANIEL OR JUNE, 1453
LOUGHTON DR, WEBSTER, NY 14580-9705

WAHL, ZACHARY OR ANNE M OR JAMES J
SHIPWAY, 600 JUNE ST, ENDICOTT NY 13760

WESTGATE, DAVID OR PAUL M   21 PARK
ST, PORT CRANE, NY 13833-1502

WILLIAMS, NICHOLAS OR MARYBETH
ENGLISH, 127 HAYES AVE, ENDICOTT NY
13760-3102

WINCKLER, NANCY L OR DONAL, BOX
37 BELIZE CITY BELIZE, C/O BOWEN &
BOWEN, CENTRAL AMERICA

YUHAS, ADAM OR ROXANN, 24704
SHORELINE DRIVE, MILLSBORO, DE
19966-7205

ZOPP, JAMES A, 28 STILLWATER RD,
CONKLIN, NY  13748

nies, and financial managers
Ñ or even so-called friends.

The great majority of
perpetrators are family mem-
bers, caregivers, newly Òde-
velopedÓ friends who inten-
tionally prey on elder per-
sons, or even service provid-
ers in a position of trust.
While there is no one profile
of a perpetrator, they often
share the same characteristics:

¥ have substance abuse,

gambling, or financial problems,
¥ stand to inherit and

feel justified in taking what
they believe is ÒalmostÓ or
ÒrightfullyÓ theirs,

¥ fear the elder person
will get sick, use up savings,
and deprive them of an inher-
itance,

¥ have had a negative
relationship with the elder
person and feel a sense of
Òentitlement,Ó

¥  have negative feelings
toward siblings or other fam-
ily members whom they want
to prevent from acquiring or
inheriting the seniorÕs assets.

What should you do if
you suspect exploitation?
Call the police or Adult Pro-
tective Services.  You do not
need to prove abuse or ex-
ploitation in order to make a
report.

How can you reduce the
risk of financial exploitation?
There are a number of simple
steps each of us can take:

¥ Refuse to allow any-
one, even a close relative, to
add his/her name to your
accounts without your clear
consent. 1095133-00

¥ Never make financial
decisions under pressure.

¥ Avoid signing over
money or property to anyone
without first getting legal advice.

¥ Trust your instincts.
Planning for the future

can help reduce uncertainties,
preserve familiesÕ financial
resources, and avoid crises.
Helpful services include pub-
lic benefits counseling, estate
planning, and assistance with

The following service
charges will take effect
September 1, 2008:

¥ Inactive share ac-
counts (no activity in 12
months) Ñ $5 per quarter

¥ Bad address service
charge Ñ $10 annually.

SERVICE CHARGE CHANGES

continued on page 8

Financial
exploitation of
the elderly
can range
from misuse of
funds to
embezzlement.
It includes the
improper use
of legal
guardianship
arrangements
or powers of
attorney, and
a variety of
scams
perpetrated
by sales
people Ñ or
even
so-called
friends.



4

T H E

F L O O D   I N S U R A N C E

FLOOD FACTS Ñ A RE YOU INSURED?

F
FINANCIAL  PLANNING: TIME IS YOUR FRIEND

¥ FINANCIAL PLANNING

¥ MUTUAL FUNDS

¥ ANNUITIES

¥ PORTFOLIO REVIEW

¥ RETIREMENT PLANNING

¥ COLLEGE PLANNING

¥ ASSET MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS

(607) 754-7900, EXT. 358

Robert Bradley,
LPL branch manager

  I N V E S T I N G

YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISORYOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Securities and insur-
ance products offered
through LPL Financial
and affiliates, member
FINRA/SIPC. Not NCUA
insured. No credit
union guarantee. May
lose value. Visions
Federal Credit Union is
not affiliated with LPL
Financial.

looding is an all too familiar reality for
many families in our area. While the
scars are still healing from the local
flooding in 2006, and the scenes from
recent Midwest flooding are still in our
minds, the facts are it could happen
again to any of us. Here are a few statis-
tics you should be aware of:

¥ Most homeownersÕ insurance does
not cover flood damage.

¥ Just an inch of water can cause costly dam-
age to your property.

Dear Members,

Most people focus on their day-to-day activi-
ties. They may make some investments, buy some
life insurance, and have a will, but few people
check to see how well it all ties together.  You
should prepare for your financial goals the same
way that you plan for a major vacation.

You make travel arrangements weeks or even
months before taking a trip so you can get the
flights, car rentals, and hotels that you want.
Make travel arrangements at the last minute and
you will surely sweat the details.

Clearly, time can be your friend or your worst
enemy when it comes to planning. The more time
you have, the less risk you will have to take and
the less you will need to save. The shorter the
timeframe, the harder you will have to work to
make the same plan succeed. Implementing the
right plan under the right circumstances makes life
less stressful and more enjoyable, because you have

minimized the uncertainty about what to expect.
There will be roadblocks and speed bumps along
the way, but a plan will help you get through them
and back on track.

There are a number of financial challenges
that you may need to address, such as:

¥ Retirement years could last anywhere from
15 to 30 years or more.

¥ Healthcare costs during retirement can wipe
out your hard earned savings.

¥ College costs continue to climb at a much
faster rate than that of inflation.

¥ Mortgage payments can weigh heavily on
your retirement or a surviving spouseÕs lifestyle.

¥ Estate taxes havenÕt gone away.
Clearly, it makes sense to take advantage of

time while you have it Ñ and plan.
Many of our clients have found that going

through the financial planning process with us is
helping them prepare for the lifestyle they want.
Let us help you navigate the road to your financial
dreams and start to develop your plan today.
Please feel free to contact me at (607) 754-7900,
ext. 358, if you have any concerns or questions.

Robert Bradley
LPL Branch Manager

¥ Hurricanes, winter storms, and snowmelt are
common (but often overlooked) causes of flooding.

¥ Federal disaster assistance is usually a loan
that must be paid back with interest.  For a
$50,000 loan at 4% interest, your monthly pay-
ment would be around $240 a month ($2,880 a
year) for 30 years. Compare that to a $100,000
flood insurance policy, which is about $400 a year
($33 a month).

¥ If you live in a low-to-moderate risk area
and are eligible for the Preferred Risk Policy, your
flood insurance premium may be as low as $119 a
year, including coverage for your propertyÕs con-
tents. 765191-00

¥ It takes 30 days after purchase for a policy
to take effect, so itÕs important to buy insurance

before the floodwaters start to rise.
¥  More than 5 million people currently hold

flood insurance policies in more than 20,200 com-
munities across the U.S.

For more policy and claim statistics, visit
www.floodsmart.gov, or call 1-888-379-9531. n

The LifeRing Group Term Life Insurance
Plan is available exclusively for VisionsÕ
members and includes valuable
benefits:

E $25,000 guaranteed
acceptance for members under
age 45 who are not insured
under any LifeRing Life
Insurance Plan (limited time
offer).

E Simplified underwriting for
coverage amounts of
$100,000 or less.

E Up to $500,000 of coverage is
available on a fully
underwritten basis.

E Up to 20% bonus benefit
(additional benefit for the same
affordable premium) for all
insured member deaths in
2008.

E Accidental death benefit.

Ready to learn more?
REQUEST A FREE

INFORMA TION P ACKET:

Please contact Debra Speer at
(607) 754-7900, ext. 355.

Take Advantage of
Members-Only

LifeRing Life Insurance

CLIP & SAVE

CALL LPL BRANCH MANAGER ROB BRADLEY FOR A

Free Confidential
Portfolio Review!

(607) 754-7900, ext. 358

Limited time offer

CLIP & SAVE

Please call Karen Terboss, (607) 754-
7900, ext. 354, or Jared OÕNeill, ext. 356, for
an honest, accurate quote for flood,
homeownersÕ, or auto insurance and receive a
free gift!

Or, you can drop this coupon off at any
branch to be forwarded to Karen Terboss or
Jared OÕNeill, Mang Insurance.

Name_________________________________________

Phone # _________________________________

Best time to call___________________________

Offer expires 8/15/2008. While supplies last.

Get a Gift When You Get a Quote



Doad America will prove the many
ways you get more for your money
with a free 60-day trial offer. Whether
youÕre traveling in the U.S. or
Canada, Road America can make the
difference¨  and give you the peace of
mind you need on the road.

YouÕll receive 24-hour toll-free
dispatched service for yourself and
your family in any vehicle you own.
The services provided are towing,
lock-out assistance, jump start, fluid
delivery, flat tire assistance, winching

up to $50 per occurrence, and no limit on the num-
ber of times you may use the service.

YouÕll also receive custom trip routing, $500
emergency travel expense reimbursement, $500
legal defense reimbursement, lost key registration,
$50 ambulance reimbursement, security credit card
registration, automotive services discounts, and
$1,000 theft reward.

Our exciting benefit, available exclusively to
Road America members, is at www.RAGetaways.com.
With your membership you will receive exclusive
offers not available to the general public. YouÕll
enjoy special discounts up to 50% off at Orlando
hotels and theme parks such as Walt Disney World,
Island of Adventure, and Universal Studios, as well
as other local area attractions.

The time to save is now! Get your Road
America Preferred membership today and pay
absolutely nothing for the first 60 days! n

Clip and Save

Yes! I accept. Enroll me as a member of
Road AmericaÕs III-Plus program. After the
60-day membership I authorize you to bill
my credit card for $39.95 for a one-year
membership. I understand that if I am
dissatisfied for any reason, I may cancel my
membership within the 60 days. I understand
that unless canceled, my membership is
continuous on a year-to-year basis until
canceled in writing by either party.

Name______________________________________

Spouse name____________________________

Address____________________________________

City________________State_______ZIP_________

Phone (____)___________________________

Charge to my :   ___Visa    ___Mastercard

Credit card #____________________________

Expiration date_________________________

Signature___________________________________

Mail to Visions FCU, 24 McKinley Ave.,
Endicott, NY 13760, or drop off at any credit
union office. Or call 754-7900, ext. 355.

Forward to Diversified Financial Services
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REAL ESTATE ¥ DISCOUNT BROKERAGE ¥ TAX PREPARATION ¥ ANNUITIES ¥ MUTUAL FUNDS ¥ HOME & AUTO INSURANCE ¥  LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE ¥ TRUST SERVICES

TRADE ONLINE  WITH  DISCOUNT BROKERAGE SERVICE

  H E A L T H   S A V I N G S   A C C O U N T

ho should use a discount bro-
ker? 1000330-00

A. Anyone who makes deci-
sions about buying or selling
securities can save by using a
discount broker. By paying  lower
commissions, investors increase
their profit potential.

Q. What is the difference
between full-service brokers and
discount brokers?

A. Discount brokers do not
offer investment advice, nor do they solicit mem-
bers. By eliminating commissioned salesmen and
costly research analysts, discount brokers save you
commission dollars.

Q. What types of brokerage services do you
offer?

A. We offer total brokerage services in listed
and unlisted stocks, municipal, corporate and U.S.
Government bonds, options and mutual funds. All
types of accounts are available for individuals,
corporations and for retirement investing.

W

GET ROAD AMERICA
FREE FOR 60 DAYS

M O T O R   C L U B

R

Credit Union Member Ñ First Trade Free (new clients only)
Yes!  I want to open my discount brokerage account! Please send me the ap-
propriate forms. (For faster service, call 1-800-434-1776 to obtain the forms.)
I understand that you will credit or debit my checking account with the pro-
ceeds or costs resulting from my brokerage account activities.

We will mail forms and instructions to you. No salesperson will call. Drop off or mail this form to any Visions office.

Q. How do I enter security orders with you?
A. Enter your orders online or just call our

brokerage services number at 1-800-434-1776,
and a salaried trading specialist will immediately
process your security order.

Q. Is my account protected?
A. Yes. Your brokerage account is protected by

the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC),
which protects securities of its members in liquida-
tion up to $500,000 ($100,00 for cash claims).

Q. How can I open my online brokerage account?
A. Open your account online at www.members

vest.com, through your credit union website, call 1-
800-434-1776, or inquire at your credit union.

Visions Federal Credit Union is not a registered bro-
ker-dealer.  Discount brokerage services are executed
through BestVest Investments, Ltd., member FINRA-SIPC-
MSRB and clearing through Mesirow Financial.  Members
and clients of the discount brokerage service are advised
that this program allows the purchase of securities which
(1) are not federally insured; (2) are not obligations of the
credit union; (3) are not guaranteed by the credit union or
any affiliated entity; (4) involve investment risk, including
the possible loss of principal; and (5) may be offered by an
employee who serves both functions of accepting membersÕ
deposits and the selling of non-deposit investment products.

Member full name(s)_______________________________________________________________

Street___________________________________ City__________________ State____ ZIP_______

Checking acct. #_______________________ Name of credit union________________________

Signature _________________________________________________ Date__________________

VISIONSÕ HEALTH  SAVINGS ACCOUNT BEATS COMPETITION

ticipating pharmacies nationwide.
¥ Discount mail-order pharmacy.*
¥ My Get Away:  Three days and two nights of

hotel accommodations with more than 20 destina-
tions to choose from.

¥ Companion Airfare.  With Companion Air-
fare, when you buy your regular-priced, adult,
coach-class, round-trip ticket from any participat-
ing airline, you qualify for a complimentary, adult,
coach-class, round-trip companion ticket worth up
to $500.

¥ Competitive dividend rates.  In addition,
only HSA Advantage Checking offers competitive
dividend rates on balances $1,000 and greater. The
monthly fee for HSA Advantage checking is $5.

Questions? Please contact Denise Malfet, (607)
321-0544, dmalfet@visionsfcu.org; or Meg Eaton,
(607) 754-7900, ext. 362, meaton@visionsfcu.org.

*This program is not insurance.

o you have a health savings account
(HSA) at another financial institu-
tion? Look at the added benefits you
get with VisionsÕ HSA Advantage
Checking and youÕll want to make a
change to our HSA!

HSA Advantage Checking of-
fers the convenience of a check card
and the following value added prod-
ucts:

¥ $10,000 accidental death and
dismemberment insurance.

¥ Debix, a sophisticated new
tool that stops identity thieves from opening
fraudulent credit accounts.

¥ Rx Advantageª Prescription Drug Pro-
gram.*   Your Rx Advantage card gives you discount
pricing on many prescription medications at par-

  D I S C O U N T   B R O K E R A G E
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SPECIAL SERVICES

NOTE: All seminars and events will be held at
Credit Union Center (3301 Country Club Rd.,
Endwell) unless otherwise noted; please call
754-7900, ext. 531, for reservations.

CONFIDENTIAL  DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Ð four locations and times
Saturday, August 16
117 Oakdale Rd., Johnson City: 10 a.m. Ð noon
Village/Jubilee Plaza, Horseheads: 10 a.m. Ð noon
Town Square, Vestal: 1 p.m. Ð 3 p.m.
Watkins Glen (near Wal-Mart):  1 p.m. Ð 3 p.m.
Community is welcome Ñ no reservations necessary.

HOW TO PRE-SETTLE  YOUR ESTATE
Ð two locations and times
Tuesday, September 10
500 Erie Blvd. W., Syracuse: noon Ð 1:30 p.m.
3301 Country Club Rd., Endwell: 7 p.m. Ð 8:30 p.m.

PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY

BY RECOGNIZING MAIL FRAUD
Wednesday, September 17, 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Marc Lebiedzinski, postal inspector

for the United States Postal Service. Marc has been a
postal inspector for 7 of his 12 years of government ser-
vice, and is an investigator of mail theft and violent
crimes for all of central New York.

FAMILY DAY 2008 Ñ S AVE THE DATE!
Saturday, September 20, 11 a.m. Ð 2 p.m.
Food, fun, games, and entertainment for the whole

family. No reservations necessary.

HOW TO AVOID FINANCIAL

EXPLOITATION  OF ELDER PERSONS
Wednesday, October 1, 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speakers: Luci Derlom, Broome County Office

for Aging, and John Choynowksi, Broome County Depart-
ment of Social Services Ñ Adult Protective Unit.

OFFICE CLOSINGS
Labor Day Ñ Monday, September 1
All offices closed.

(Clip and Save)

UP C O M I N GEV E N T S

Join the Tioga County
Council on the Arts and Vi-
sions Federal Credit Union as
we present the Hickory
Smoked Music Festival!

The festival will be held
Saturday, July 26, at Hicko-
ries Park in Owego; gates
open at 11:30 a.m.

Performers lined up for
the Music Festival include:

HICKOR Y SMOKED  MUSIC FESTIVAL

MTB (featuring student musi-
cians from Owego Free Acad-
emy), Royal Blues Ñ Owego,
The Riolo Brothers, Outta
Time Blues Ñ Mac McGhee,
The Blue JÕs, Miss E.C. Scott,
Roomful of Blues, and
Roosevelt Dean.

Tickets will be on sale at
the following offices: Owego
Ñ Route 17C, Spencer Ñ

Dollar General Plaza,
Endicott Ñ McKinley Ave.,
Vestal Ñ Town Square Mall,
Sayre Ñ Elmira St., Bingham-
ton Ñ Upper Front St., and
Johnson City Ñ Oakdale Rd.

Prices are $10 (advance
lawn seating) or $15 at the
gate; kids under 12 are free. n

isions Federal Credit Union is proud to an-
nounce that five of our members were awarded
college scholarships in the 2008 New York State
Credit Union League scholarship program. Stu-
dents were eligible to win scholarships on three
different credit union levels: state, chapter
(Southern Tier), and local (Visions FCU).

Winning $500 scholarships at the state level
were Christopher Madl and Adam Davis of Vestal,
NY. James Mullally of Apalachin and Jaime Wright
of Johnson City each won a $500 scholarship
awarded by Southern Tier Credit Unions.  Thomas
Dragon of Owego, NY, was the winner of a $500

scholarship from Visions Federal Credit Union.
These high school seniors were chosen for their outstand-

ing performance in academics, extracurricular achievements,
and dedication to their community.

ÒWe are very pleased to award these scholarships to our
hard-working, young members,Ó said Frank E. Berrish, presi-
dent/CEO. ÒIt proves that the Ôpeople helping peopleÕ philoso-
phy of the credit union movement is alive and well here in the
Southern Tier.Ó n

VISIONS FCU AWARDS FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

Left to right: Jaime Wright, Adam Davis, Christopher
Madl, James Mullally, and Thomas Dragon.

VisionsÕ President/CEO
Frank E. Berrish has been
elected to an at-large seat on
the Board of Directors of the
National Association of Fed-
eral Credit Unions. His three-
year term will start in late
July, following the close of
NAFCUÕs annual business
meeting and annual confer-
ence and exhibition.

VisionsÕ staff and volun-
teers congratulate Mr. Berrish
on his election and wish him
well in his new position. n

BERRISH ELECTED  TO

NAFCU BOARD

Visions was proud to be a part of the 19th Annual American Heart Association Heart Walk
held on April 27 at the Johnson City Elementary/Middle School.

A team of 84 walkers (pictured above, including employees, family members, volunteers,
and four-legged friends) participated in the event.

An outstanding $10,000 was raised by the Visions team through individual pledges, cook-
book sales, denim days, and other fundraisers. Way to go!

VISIONSÕ HEART WALK  TEAM RAISES $10,000!

V
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I
P R E S I D E N T ÕS   R E P O R T

Frank Berrish
President/CEO

ECONOMY IS TROUBLED, BUT VISIONS REMAINS STRONG

tÕs difficult to turn on
the news without hear-
ing negative news on
the economy, such as
sub-prime mortgages,
failure of Bear Stearns,
problems at CitiCorp,
Wachovia, Merrill
Lynch, and oil prices
hitting all time highs.

A discussion with
a local restaurant owner
indicated that her cost of
buying wheat products, such
as pasta, has gone up 40% in
2008.

Our members who live
in the rural areas are finding
higher gas and heating fuel
costs are affecting them.

With the U.S. economy
on the edge of a recession,
consumersÕ financial health
will play a dominant role in
whether the current economic
slowdown will be mild and
short, or deep and long.
Since the credit crunch began
last summer, all indicators

point to
increasing
stress on
U.S. house-
holds and
balance
sheets.

Con-
sumer
spending Ñ
adjusted for
inflation Ñ

increased only 1% in the first
quarter of 2008, compared
with a 2.3% increase in the
fourth quarter of 2007, and a
long-run average of 3.4%,
according to the Bureau of
Economic Analysis. The
increasing stress on consum-
ersÕ finances is showing up on
credit union balance sheets
and income statements as
slower loan growth, faster
share growth, rising delin-
quencies, and decreasing net
income.

Although your credit
union may not have made
any sub-prime mortgages or
participated in any sub-
prime investments, the conta-

gion affecting the mortgage
industry, which has crippled
some of the best mortgage
companies in the U.S. even
though not involved with
sub-prime, has affected the
securities market.

Investors in mutual
funds and GSE bonds are
seeing some investments
defined as AAA-rated now
being downgraded by the
analysts, which will have an
effect on investments, includ-
ing those made by your credit
union. As a result of the sub-
prime problem, the contagion
is affecting other industries
that were in the mortgage
business or investors who
invested in mortgage-backed
obligations. 1051311-00

The recent price declines
in both the equity and the
housing markets have put
downward pressure on
household balance sheets.
The Standard & PoorÕs/Case-
Shiller Home Price Compos-
ite of 20 Cities fell 12.7% in
February 2008 compared
with one year earlier.  The
National Association of Real-
tors reported a 7.6% drop in
median home prices during
the first 4 months of the year.
Many retailers and national
credit card issuers are experi-
encing rising delinquencies
and increasing receivables.

Consumer budgets have
come under significant stress
from a combination of ad-
verse factors.  For many
households already living on
the financial edge, this addi-
tional stress is creating sig-
nificant hardship.  To gauge
the stress the average con-
sumer is under, we take a
look at their discretionary
cash flow, which is defined as
income plus new credit, mi-
nus debt servicing, minus
essential spending.  All of
these factors appear to be
under pressure.

Over the years, your
credit union has created
capital and reserves as a
safety net for protection
against difficult times.  Your
credit union is one of the
safest financial institutions in
the Broome, Tioga,
Chemung, Onondaga, and
Bradford County areas.

Your credit union re-
cently made some adjust-
ments in its dividend policy
regarding tiers paid on rela-
tionship pricing of
pacesetters, share certificates,
and VisionsPlus checking.
These changes are being
made to reflect the current
times. Adjustments to credit
union products are continu-
ally reviewed, as well as the
impact they may have on our
members.

Your credit union is here
to service our members using
the Òpeople helping peopleÓ
philosophy.  VisionsÕ proud
heritage of serving members
for over 42 years will con-

tinue.  The economy and the
problems experienced from it
will not have an affect on our
ability to service you, our
members, in the future.

We encourage member
participation in as many
credit union products as pos-
sible, as multiple relation-
ships help the credit unionÕs
bottom line and help you, the
members, through better loan
and savings rates. We sin-
cerely appreciate the support
of our membership and will
continue to offer you excel-
lent services, convenience,
and pricing. n

Frank E. Berrish
President/CEO

At a recent meeting, Federal Reserve Board Chairman Ben
Bernanke (right) thanked Visions Federal Credit Union
CEO Frank E. Berrish for his two-year commitment to the
Thrift Institution Advisory Council. Mr. Berrish served
during 2006 and 2007.

PRESIDENT/CEO RECOGNIZED BY

CHAIRMAN OF FEDERAL RESERVE
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�&�2�%�%���3�H�R�E�D�D�I�N�G����Saturday, August 16th
FOUR LOCATIONS!

Shredding service provided by 
Confidata Mobile (On Site) Shredding Service.

Residents can bring up to 10 cartons 
of documents!

 
COLORED PAPER 

& CARDBOARD NOT ACCEPTED.

Confidential
Document 
Shredding

Financial Statements • Cancelled Checks 
Credit Card Statements & Offers

Insurance Papers
Anything containing your SSN

FREE to local residents!

Johnson City - Two Rivers office
Horseheads office

10a.m. - noon

Vestal - Town Square office
Watkins Glen office

1p.m. - 3p.m.
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continued from page 1
Rates as low as 4.95%APR.

Start today and
GREEN up your life for a
much brighter tomorrow.
Ask any Visions employee for
full details on any of the
programs listed.

General - Rates and terms
available on new loan accounts
only, opened 7/1/08 through 9/30/
08.  Refinancing of existing VI-
SIONS loans does not qualify.
Certain relationships required to
receive promotion offers Ð ask for
details.  Credit union membership
required with a $25 minimum
deposit and $1.00 membership
fee.  APR = Annual Percentage
Rate.  All loan rates based on
credit worthiness and may vary
from those shown and are subject
to standard credit criteria.  All
variable rates may change
monthly. Other terms are available.

Home Improvement - Pay-
ment amount based on $10,000
loan at a variable rate of
4.90%APR variable with a 60
month term (approx.); maximum
loan amount $20,000.  Appliance
Loans Ð Personal loan payment
based on an $8,000 loan at
6.90% APR variable with a 60-
month term (approx.) Maximum
signature loan limit is based on
credit worthiness. See credit union
to determine amount for which

you qualify.
Fixed Rate Equity  - Equity

loans not to exceed 80% of prop-
erty value.  Visions will pay clos-
ing costs up to $100,000 with a
minimum draw of $25,000 and a
maximum term of 120 months,
with the exception of attorney and
research fees.  On a $100,000
loan, payment would be
$1,884.75 at 4.95%APR for 60
months.  Monthly payment is
example only and will vary based
upon loan amount.  Members may
pay closing costs which can range
from $1,128 to $2,000.  Consult
your tax advisor regarding inter-
est deductions. Property insurance
is required. Flood insurance may
be required.  n

advance directives.
To ensure that youÕre

prepared for your own finan-
cial well-being, or are helping
friends or loved ones prepare
for theirs, use the great re-
sources available at your
credit union, like Visions
Investment Services and
Estate and Trust Planning.
As your community credit
union, Visions wants to help
you live your life to the full-
est, free of the concerns of
financial exploitation.

Visions will be hosting a
two-part seminar discussing

continued from page 3

ing 754-7900 (local) or 800-242-2120, or visiting any of our
convenient branch locations.  Approval can be granted in as
little as 15 minutes and the funds can be disbursed in as few
as seven business days. n

ÒGO GREENÓ AT VISIONS
what you can do to plan for,
prevent, identify, and deal
with financial exploitation.

Complete details are available
in the Upcoming Events sec-
tion on page 6. n

IS FINANCIAL  EXPLOITATION  IN YOUR FUTURE?


